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Prelude             

Welcome                         Guest Pastor Rev. Cari Jackson 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Please rise… in body, or spirit, or both. All may make the sign of the cross  

in remembrance of baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

 whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

 and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

 Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

 Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

 and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

 and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P For disregarding voices from the margin, 

 and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

 Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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P For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
 and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, 
 the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

 In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the 

 One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love  
 into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 

Opening Hymn       As the Deer Runs to the River 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you. 

Kyrie 
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Glory 



6 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 

 wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from 

 the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

First Reading            Exodus 17:1-7 

  1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 

journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, 

but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with 

Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there 

for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you 

bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”  
4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are 

almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 

people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 

staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front 

of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 

so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 

Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”  

Psalm 95                

 1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

 2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

 3 For the Lord is a great God 

  and a great King above all gods. 

 4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

  the heights of the mountains are his also. 

 5 The sea is his, for he made it, 

  and the dry land, which his hands have formed. 

 

 6 O come, let us worship and bow down; 

  let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

 7 For he is our God, 

  and we are the people of his pasture 

  and the sheep of his hand. 
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Second Reading                        John 4:5-15 

5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that 

Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus,  

tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

  7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her,  

“Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 

of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 

Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it 

is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 

he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you 

have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?  
12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with 

his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 

drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water 

that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 

become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman 

said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have 

to keep coming here to draw water.”  

Sermon                       

“Songs of a Weary Throat”        Guest Pastor Rev. Cari Jackson 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.  

Please rise in body, or spirit, or both when the Hymn of the Day begins. 

 O that today you would listen to his voice! 

  8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

  as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 

 9 when your ancestors tested me 

  and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work. 

 10 For forty years I loathed that generation 

  and said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray, 

  and they do not regard my ways.” 

 11 Therefore in my anger I swore, 

  “They shall not enter my rest.”  
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Hymn of the Day      Come to the Water of Life 

Affirmation of Faith           Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
 by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
 at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
 and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
 of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

P Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence,  

 let us pray for the world and its needs. 
 
 

A brief silence. After each portion of the prayers, the Pastor says: 
 
 

P Hear us, O God. 
 
 

The congregation responds: 
 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
 

The prayers conclude:    
 
P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ,  

 our strength and salvation. Amen. 

The Exchange of Peace                                                           

P The peace of Christ be with you always.   C And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.                                                                                                            

Meal 

Offering 
 

We invite all followers of Jesus to give an offering for the mission of the church through our 

website at ulctempe.org or by placing it in the offering box near the entrance of the Sanctuary. 

Offering Prayer 

C O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces 
 all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
 and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
 draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear 
 witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Please rise, in body, or spirit, or both.  
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The Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you.                                                                                      

C And also with you.                                                                                              

P Lift up your hearts.                                                                                            

C We lift them to the Lord.                                                                                   

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                        

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 P It is indeed right, our duty & our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

P With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 

P All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us  

 from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,  

 the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

Invitation to Communion 
 

P Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. Amen. 

We invite to the Table of the Lord all followers of Jesus. Lutherans affirm that around 

this table through bread and wine Christ Jesus is present with us. We offer communion 

with individual cups for wine or white grape juice. Gluten-free wafers also available. 

Please be seated. 

Lamb of God  

The Distribution 
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Communion Hymn    There’s Wilderness All Around Us 

Words: Kyle Matthews. Music: John Tirro. Words: © 2014 Catalytic Songs, Inc. (“There’s Wilderness All Around Us”). 
 Music: © 2016 Mondo Zen Music (THERE’S WILDERNESS). Resources and licensing at johntirro.com. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

P God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores 

 our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

 Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s 
 body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Announcements 

Benediction 

P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 

 God, who calls all things into existence, 

 Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

 and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

 ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 

Sending 

P Go in peace. Believe the good news.       C Thanks be to God. 
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Today in Worship 

Guest Pastor                 Rev. Cari Jackson 

Music Director   Elizabeth Tomboulian 

Vocal Lead   Ray Kimball 

Altar Care    Beth Wootten 

Communion Assistants Jacob Hilliker 

      

Reader    Paul Westermann 

Greeter    Gail Fisher 

Livestream   Alexander Webber 

OFFERING 

For your convenience, an 

offering box is located near the 

church entrance for your 

financial gifts to the ministry of 

Christ through University 

Lutheran Church and Lutheran 

Campus Ministry. You can also 

donate online on our website: 

www.ulctempe.org   

ULC also has text giving! Text 

your donation to: 480-878-7977. 

Thank you! 

THIS WEEK AT UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH & CAMPUS MINISTRY  

Sun, Mar 8 10:00 am Sunday Worship Service (Sanctuary/Livestream) 

   11:00 am Coffee & Refreshments (Campus Center) 

     NO STUDENT MEAL 

   1:00 pm GCS Spring Gathering (Mission Coffee & Tea, Chandler) 

Mar 9-13    ASU SPRING BREAK 

Tue, Mar 10 8:00 pm AA (Campus Center) 

Wed, Mar 11   NO BIBLE STUDY 

     NO STUDENT MEAL 

   6:30 pm Holden Evening Prayer Lenten Worship (Sanctuary/Livestream) 

Thu, Mar 12 8:00 pm AA (Campus Center) 

Sun, Mar 15    10:00 am Sunday Worship Service (Sanctuary/Livestream) 

   11:00 am Coffee & Refreshments (Campus Center) 

   11:00 am Free Student Lunch (Campus Center) 

University Lutheran Church intends to provide a safe & welcoming environment for all of God’s 

people, regardless of sexuality, gender identity, gender expression, life situation, race, family status, 

size, shape, & place in the world. We are committed to racial equity & justice for all God’s children. 

We are a Reconciling in Christ congregation registered with ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for 

Full Participation. Thanks be to God for the blessings we have & the differences we share! 
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LENT 

 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER WORSHIP 

Each Wednesday during Lent (through March 25th) at 6:30 pm, we will be 

having our Holden Evening Prayer service following the student meal.  

These services will also be available livestream. 

PRAYER PRACTICE 

On Sundays during Lent, as part of our observance of the season, we will be 

engaging in the Lenten Prayer Practice. This is where congregation participants 

read during worship (from prayer cards given to them by the greeter) the names 

aloud of our brothers and sisters in Christ who are listed on our current prayer list 

and who are in need of our spiritual uplifting.  

If you have someone in mind to add to our prayer list,  

please contact the church office at 480-967-3543 or info@ulctempe.org. 

DEVOTIONALS 

Each Sunday during Lent, we will provide the congregation with new weekly 

devotionals to help guide you through your Lenten journey. Feel free to pick these 

up from the back table of the Sanctuary. This year we are reading No Plastics for 

Lent by ELCA Young Adults and A Lenten Devotional of Justice, Liberation, and 

Flourishing by ReconcilingWorks: Lutherans for Full Participation. 

REGISTER FOR THE REGION 2 LENTEN CHALLENGE  

The reverent season of Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 18th.  

“Once again, we are invited into a holy season of prayer, repentance, and renewed 

love of neighbor. If you’ve participated in the Region 2 Lenten Challenge before, 

you already know how powerfully God can work through simple, daily steps: a 

Scripture-based reflection, a faithful action, a moment of courage, a practice of 

compassion. This year’s challenge is ready for you at lentenchallenge.org—and 

your place in it matters.” 

Flatgard, B. (2026, February 9). Register today for the Region 2 Lenten Challenge. Grand Canyon Synod of the ELCA.  
https://www.gcsynod.org/news/register-today-for-the-region-2-lenten-challenge-2? 

https://v8k6.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=698f3e3d590def5caf2f89b6&u=https%3A%2F%2Flentenchallenge.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D6973bccc3334e3280c745b14%26ss_email_id%3D6973d96fd8aeaa3adabfdb75%26ss_campaign_name%3DELCA%2BRegion%2B2%2BL
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GRAND CANYON SYNOD  

FINAL SPRING GATHERING OF 2026: 

TODAY @ 1 PM 

The Grand Canyon Synod gathers this spring across Arizona and southern Nevada 

under the theme Rooted in God’s Story. These gatherings are opportunities for 

rostered ministers, lay leaders, and congregational members to connect, learn, 

and grow in community. Together, we reflect on God’s Word as the foundation of 

our lives and ministries. These spring gatherings are a chance to be reminded of 

that truth and to strengthen the bonds that hold our synod together.  

 

Please join us for the final Spring Gathering of the year TODAY, March 8,  

at 1:00 pm at Mission Coffee & Tea, hosted by Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church.  

The address of the coffee shop is 2410 South Gilbert Road, Chandler, 85286. 

BLOOD DRIVE CANCELED 

Unfortunately, the Red Cross has notified us that, due to staffing shortages, 

they needed to cancel the blood drive that was scheduled to take place in our 

Campus Center on March 15th. We apologize to those who generously signed 

up to give blood as well as to those who intended to do so. Know your 

willingness to provide life-saving blood to those in need is very appreciated! 

ULC has already committed to a blood drive on October 11th, 2026,  

and we may or may not reschedule another drive before then. We will be 

sure to keep you posted. 

ASU OUT OF THE DARKNESS CAMPUS WALK 

Join LCM on Saturday, March 21, at 11 AM on the Student Services Lawn  

(1151 S Forest Ave, Tempe, AZ 85281) as we participate in the ASU Out of the 

Darkness Campus Walk in support of the American Found. for Suicide Prevention’s 

mission to save lives and bring hope to those impacted by suicide. In past years, 

several of our students have volunteered, shared their stories, and participated in 

this meaningful event—and this year, we’re proud to have an official LCM team!  

You can support us by joining the walk or making a donation through our team 

page: https://afspwalks.donordrive.com/team/385252  For more information or any 

questions about the event, please reach out to Savannah Bradley at 505-263-2080.  

https://afspwalks.donordrive.com/team/385252
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LCM TO HOST  

HYGIENE KIT PACK 

God is so great! Our LCM 

students recently received a 

grant to purchase donation 

supplies and host a large 

toiletry packing event to 

help support those is need! 

We are so grateful to the 

Graduate Student 

Government at ASU for 

providing us with this 

funding to allow us to 

support our neighbors in  

the community. 

And we could use your 

help—please mark your 

calendars! The packing 

event will be in our Campus 

Center on Palm Sunday, 

March 29th, from 11:30 

am-2:00 pm. The goal is to 

pack 1,000 kits with 

shampoo, conditioner, 

lotion, a toothbrush, toothpaste, a wash cloth, and bar of soap. The completed 

kits will be going to Pitchfork Pantry, other yet-to-be-determined local shelters, 

with some staying here at LCM’s pantry. We are hoping to have around 30-50 

volunteers of students and congregation members, along with some members 

of CORA. Free pizza and salad will be provided to help fuel our volunteers! 

Please RSVP using the QR code above. Thank you very much in advance for 

your willingness to help & participate! 
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OFFERING OF LETTERS 

You are invited to join us in writing letters to Congress urging specific action so 

that our society reflects God’s desire for an abundant life for all people. In past 

years, our collective letters have been significant in helping protect various 

nutrition and food-aid social programs, such as SNAP, WIC, and the Farm Bill.  

Please take home a sample letter and legislator contact list provided on 

the back table of the Sanctuary. If you would like more info on the issues, 

you can visit www.bread.org 

Then on Palm Sunday, March 29, bring your completed letter to church 

so that we can mail them as a bunch and get a general count of how many 

letters we have for this offering. Thank you! 

PAGE TURNERS’ BOOK CLUB 

The Page Turners’ Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month 

during the ASU Spring Semester. We get together in person at 12:00 noon in 

the Campus Center Library. Our selections include both fiction and nonfiction, 

chosen by members. Feel free to bring your lunch and join our discussions.   

  
April 2, 2026: The Art Thief: A True Story of Love, Crime,  

and a Dangerous Obsession by Michael Finkel (2023)  

[True crime narrative] (Led by Pat.) 

For centuries, works of art have been stolen in countless ways from all over the world, but no 

one has been quite as successful at it as the master thief Stéphane Breitwieser. He carried out 

more than two hundred heists over nearly ten years, in museums and cathedrals all 

over Europe. Breitwieser, along with his girlfriend, who worked as his lookout, stole more than 

three hundred objects, until it all fell apart in spectacular fashion. In “The Art Thief,” Michael 

Finkel brings us into Breitwieser’s strange and fascinating world. Unlike most thieves, he never 

stole for money, keeping all his treasures in a single room where he could admire them to his 

heart’s content. Possessed of a remarkable athleticism and an innate ability to assess 

practically any security system, Breitwieser managed to pull off a breathtaking 

number of audacious thefts. Yet these strange talents bred a growing disregard for risk and an 

addict’s need to score, leading Breitwieser to ignore his girlfriend’s pleas to stop. Until one final 

act of hubris brought everything crashing down. (Provided by publisher.)  
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Campus Ministry Madness 2026 Is in Full Swing! (UPDATED) 

 

For the second year, ULC’s Lutheran Campus Ministry is participating in LuMin’s 
Campus Ministry Madness fundraiser competition, March 1 through April 6.  

This fundraiser is important to us because there are multiple opportunities 
throughout the tournament to win bonus prize money, based on our donation 
performance, from LuMin! Please consider donating during this month to 
increase our chances of earning additional funding for our wonderful campus 
ministry students. Thank you! 

It’s Week 2 of the tournament, which means it is Rivalry Week! Campus 
ministry sites are matched up with their rivals, and the sites with the most 
individual donations will receive bonus points! This week we are up against 
the Missouri State Bears. 

*Very important*: When donating to LCM-ASU via this competition please: 

1. You must donate through the online portal: www.luminelca.org/madness 
between March 1 and April 6. This is the only way we get credit and points 
towards the fundraiser. 

2. Select “AZ-Arizona State University” as your school. 

3. Indicate if you are a first-time donor. (We get bonus points for this!) 

4. Indicate whether you received a peer-to-peer referral.  
(We get bonus points for this, so please invite a friend to donate too!) 
 

Thanks to your support, last year through Campus Ministry Madness, we raised 
over $1,300 for our VERY OWN ULC’s LCM! We are so grateful to our current  
and future donors, and can’t wait to jump back into the tournament this year! 
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