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S U N DAY WO R S H I P  

Confession and Forgiveness                                                    
All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the presiding minister 

begins. 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of 

 miracles, the God of mercy.                                                                            

C Amen.                                                                                                                     

P Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance, let us confess our sin.      

Silence is kept for reflection.                                                                                          

P God, our provider,                                                                                           

C help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We                                        

 question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in 

 which we live.  We turn to our own understanding rather than 

 trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your ways.  

 Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the  

 words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen.            

P Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed 

 and nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more 

 than enough.  Through Jesus, + the bread of life, you are shown God's 

 mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.                                                              

C Amen. 

Prelude                  Aiko Yamada Mancini  
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Opening Hymn                      Beneath The Tree of Life 
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Prayer of the Day  

A The Lord be with you.                                                                                    

C And also with you.                                                                                              

A Let us pray.  O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the 

 world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear 

 your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

 and Lord.                                                                                                           

C Amen.  

 

 

Canticle of Praise 

Greeting  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the                      

 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                               

C And also with you.  
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First reading                         Ezekiel 17:22-24 

The Psalm will be spoken in unison. 

Psalm                Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 

22Thus says the Lord GOD:                                                                                 

 I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out.  

 I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I     

 myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 

23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it,                                             

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a        

 noble cedar.  Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its 

 branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 

24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD.                              

 I bring low the high tree,  I make high the low tree; I dry up the 

 green tree and make the dry tree flourish.                                                

 I the LORD have spoken;  I will accomplish it. 

1It is a good thing to give thanks | to the LORD,  to sing praise to your     

 name, | O Most High;                                                                                  
2to herald your love | in the morning and your faithful- | ness at 

 night;                                                                                                                  
3on the psaltery, and | on the lyre, and to the melody | of the harp.              
4For you have made me glad by your | acts, O LORD; and I shout for 

 joy because of the works | of your hands.                                             
12The righteous shall flourish | like a palm tree,  and shall spread abroad 

 like a ce- | dar of Lebanon.                                                                         
13Those who are planted in the house | of the LORD shall flourish in 

 the courts | of our God;                                                                               
14they shall still bear fruit | in old age; they shall be | green and succulent; 
15that they may show how up- | right the LORD is, my rock, in whom 

 there is | no injustice.   
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Second reading              2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17    

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at 

home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by 

sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we 

make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judg-

ment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has 

been done in the body, whether good or evil.                                               

[11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but 

we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well 

known to your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you 

again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be 

able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the 

heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right 

mind, it is for you.] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are           

convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died 

for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 

him who died and was raised for them.                                                              

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 

even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 

him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new                

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
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Gospel Acclamation                       

Gospel                                                         Mark 4:26-34 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark the fourth chapter.                                
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

26[Jesus said,] "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on 

the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would 

sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first 

the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the 

grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come."                                                                                                                       

30He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 

parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown          

upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is 

sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade."          
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P The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Homily                  Gary N. McCluskey, Pastor 

Hymn of the day         How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 

hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained          

everything in private to his disciples. 
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Affirmation of faith        Apostles’ creed 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,   

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,      

 born of the Virgin Mary,         

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,       

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.        

 On the third day he rose again;       

 he ascended into heaven,        

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,     

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,        

 the holy catholic Church,        

 the communion of saints,        

 the forgiveness of sins,         

 the resurrection of the body,        

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of intercession                                                            

A Let us come before the triune God in prayer.                                                                                 

 A brief silence.   After each portion of the prayers the Assistant will say:   

A Lord, in your mercy,             

 The congregation will respond with: 

C hear our prayer. 

 The prayers conclude: 

A We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.            

C Amen. 
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Offertory         For The Life That You Have Given 

The peace is shared 

P The peace of Christ be with you all.                                                               

C And also with you. 
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Offering prayer 

A Jesus, Bread of life,                                                                                          

C you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the    

 feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and 

 strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, 

 your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 

Thank you to all who continue to support our ministry through your prayers, 

your calls, emails, and texts. Thank you to all who continue to support our 

ministry with your financial gifts. We know some in our community have 

lost their jobs and others have had theirs significantly scaled back. We con-

tinue to have the same needs of financial support along with a few additional 

costs as we operate much differently during this time. You may contribute fi-

nancially on line through our web site by clicking on the Give+ icon and  

following instructions.  

You can also mail in your gifts to: 

University Lutheran Church,  

340 E. 15th Street, Tempe, AZ 85281 

Thank you! 
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The lord’s prayer 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

 come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.                                                                  

 Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

 those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and            

 deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

 are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

Benediction  
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with   

 us, + be upon you now and forever.                                                                

C Amen. 

Announcements 

Closing hymn               Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
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Sending 

A Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God.   

Postlude                 Aiko Yamada Mancini  
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