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 Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM) students travelled to Sedona 

on the weekend of  January 27-29 for their annual Winter Retreat.  

They spent the weekend with the LCM’s from NAU and U of A play-

ing games, hiking and exploring Sedona and Flagstaff, worshipping   

together, and enjoying each other’s company.  The theme for the week-

end was “God’s Presence in Life’s Wilderness Wanderings.”  Inside this 

theme, we explored the topics of  ecology-theology, being equipped for 

the outdoors, the need to practice spiritual exercises, how the wilderness 

is a positive and life-giving space in a crazy world, and what does it 

mean to become lost in the wilderness.  Overall, an excellent retreat, 

and one that our students continue to look forward to year after year. 

 LCM students have met multiple times over the semester for 

Movie Nights.  They have met at local movie theaters to watch the 

films and then gathered together afterwards to discuss the films, as well 

as met at 

University 

Lutheran Church (ULC) to watch and discuss 

the films. 

 LCM has a service trip opportunity in 

Mexico this summer!  In the past, LCM has 

joined other East Valley congregations in   

annual summer trips to Mexico to build hous-

es, and they have this opportunity again this 

coming July!  We will pair with Amor Ministries to spend a 

week building houses in the area around Tijuana, Mexico.  

The cost is still to be determined, but we are raising money 

through our Lenten Coin folders to supplement the cost.  

Contributions are always welcome for this and/or any of  our 

projects and retreats! 

Worship in Sedona 



April 

9-15    Holy Week 

16 Easter 

23 LCM Thank You BBQ 

28 ASU Classes End 

May 

1-6 ASU Finals Week 

10 Graduation Banquet 

Summer 

July 10-15  Service Trip to Mexico! 

*2018: ELCA National Youth Gathering 

Calendar of  Events 

One of our LCM Movie Nights 

Cooking pancakes (on Lefse 

grills!) for breakfast at Sedona 

In Sedona, LCM students 

explored the Amitabha 

Stupa, a Buddhist form of 

architecture that embodies 

the Buddha and brings 

enlightenment and benefit 

to all living beings. 

Students from ASU, NAU, 

and U of A rehearse for 

worship in Sedona 

A mixed group from 

ASU, NAU, and U of 

A enjoy snacks and 

board/card games at 

the Sedona retreat. 



Campus Pastor Notes 

Gary N. McCluskey, Campus Pastor 
 

So, have you been hearing a lot about Millennials?  You know, the current young adult group attending 

college and post college young adults. The age range is a bit fluid....depending upon which "expert" you 

listen to. Mostly it seems to be from early/mid 1980's birth year to mid/late '90's.  

 

We in campus ministry hear about them a lot. And we get asked about them quite a bit. The phrase "ad nauseum" comes 

to mind.  How do you like being called a member of "the Greatest Generation," or a "Baby Boomer" or "Generation X?" 

If we know into which generation you were born, do we then know everything we need to know about you? I admit, some 

of the Boomer stereotypes fit me. Many do not. I am far more than someone born into a particular time period. 

 

Here at LCM we serve "Millennials” and others. Yet I confess that I choose to ignore much of the information I am 

armed with about such young adults.  As a pastor for almost 37 years I began when older people were WWI veterans. I 

even presided at the funeral of someone who fought for the German Kaiser. As a child I recall very old folks that were 

born immediately following the Civil War.  

 

Funny, I have seen differences in people over the years. I see great differences among people....all people even those in the 

same generational grouping. But I also see much in common. Much! It seems my Millennials here have more in common 

with my WWI veteran than they have differences. They have their humanity in common. They have fear, joy, sadness, 

love, anger, compassion and indifference in common. It seems to me when we are able to strip away the veneer of a genera-

tional grouping....or any category for that matter....what we have left are people. Very human people. And it seems to me 

the best way to reach any generation, including the hot topic of Millennials, is by treating them as fellow humans. Talking 

with them, asking questions, caring about them, listening to them, and making some sacrifices for them.  That is, loving 

them as fellow children of God and brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

This takes work and commitment. It doesn't take a particular music or program. It takes other humans. Humans who care. 

That means that despite all we hear in the church we can do this! All of us can do this! We are able but are we willing? 

 

I have some very good news for you! Campus Ministry in the ELCA has been growing the past couple years. This says we 

can reach young adults! We do it in the trenches of every day college student life and living. We do it with hearts, ears, 

minds, voices, arms and eyes. We do it with wallets and food, worship and Bible Study. We do it with service projects, 

mission trips, retreats, Word and Sacrament. We do it with staff, students, parents, congregational members, the ELCA, 

Grand Canyon Synod and our alumni.  

 

Thank you for all your gifts and support for LCM here! Thank you for your prayers! We continue to need your gifts 

more than ever. More than ever!  

 

I continue to be privileged and honored to serve as Campus Pastor. 

 

 



Maddie Shaner (2015) received her Master’s degree in Higher Education in December 2016.  She is currently 

employed by Mission del Sol Presbyterian Church in Tempe as their Office Manager. 

Emily Stokes currently works as the Assistant Professor of Art for Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa. 

Congratulations to Vicki (Collins) English (2007) on her marriage to Joe English on October 29, 2016. 

Walter Johnson (2014) will receive his Master's degree in Science and Technology Policy in August. He enters the Sandra 

Day O’Connor College of Law at ASU this fall. 

Aaron Griffith-VanderYacht (2008) stopped by during a change of planes at Sky Harbor. He and Kristen have moved to 

the Seattle area from New York City. 

Eric and Nicole (Howard) Nash gave birth to their third child, son Carter, on December 17. Older siblings are Ethan and 

Heidi. They live in Ahwatukee. 

Christine Wilkins (2014) dropped by with Matthew Lucky to announce to both Mom and Dad and all of us gathered in 

worship that they had just become engaged! Christine continues in the Miller School of Medicine at the University of  

Miami and, while there, experienced her first hurricane. Matthew is a doctoral student at the University of Indiana, 

Bloomington. 

Current LCM student Stephanie Wilkins traveled to Brazil over Christmas break to meet with LCM alumni Matheus 

Mattos and Guilherme Ribeiro. 

Mariana Carper graduated in December with a Bachelor's degree in Communication. 

Ian Lee (2007) and wife Holly are in the process of moving from Tahrir Square in Cairo, Egypt, to Jerusalem in Israel. 

Ian continues to report for CNN on various news events. He has won both a Peabody award for journalism and an Emmy 

for his reporting. 

Jo Ann and Ed Anderson, who met at LCM in the late 1950s, stopped by this fall to share in their 50th wedding anniver-

sary.  They live in Aspen, CO. 

Alumni Updates 

CONDOLENCES 

to the family and friends of former LCM student Eric Almeida. Eric 

died in Portland, OR, on Monday, November 28. He was 27. Eric was 

a graduate of the University of Advancing Technology in Tempe five 

years ago. Wife Ashley was a U of A student active in LCM there. They 

met during a Lutheran Student Movement gathering in Chicago their 

senior year. Pastor Gary presided at their Knots Berry Farm wedding in 

Buena Vista, CA.  Eric had been diagnosed with Lupus a few months 

before and the disease spread rapidly.  
L to R: LCM alum Barry Lumpkin, former Campus 

Ministry Associate Jill Rode, Eric Almeida 



ATTENTION ALUMNI 

Are you or have you recently changed address or contact information?  Is there a new event in your life?  We at LCM 

would love to remain in contact with you!  Please consider informing us of your current contact information and updates 

so we can send you LCM news and include you in our newsletter.  Send your information to lcmassociate@gmail.com. 

New Campus Ministry Associate 
With Alicia Danielson leaving us after four great years, we had an interviewing process to screen 

candidates. President Darren Gest, Secretary Layna Taylor, students Rachel Knoche, Jake Rose-

lius, Rebecca Sherod, Kaitlin Webber and Pastor Gary were on the task force. After several meet-

ings, on-site interviews as well as phone interviews, former LCM student Amy Gauthier was   

selected and accepted. Amy will start her position in August of 2017.  Below is a brief bio Amy 

wrote about herself. Amy is a member of Desert Cross Lutheran Church, Tempe. 

Hi all, 

I'm Amy and am so grateful and excited to become part of the University Lutheran and Lutheran 

Campus Ministry community here at ASU. After graduating from ASU with my elementary and special education degree, 

I started working at Amy Houston Academy, a school 

for students who have emotional or behavior disabili-

ties. Along with teaching, I have worked and volun-

teered at several Lutheran churches around the valley in 

youth and children ministries.  I have a great passion for 

teaching and for ministry! Again, I am looking forward 

to getting to know and growing with all of you. Thank 

you, Amy. 

 

Amy leads a Bible Study for our current students. 

LCM No Longer in the Pits... 

Most of  us remember with great 

fondness gathering for Bible Study, 

sitting on a bench working on a lap 

top, engaging in conversation or 

just taking a nap in the "pit" area 

of  the Campus Center by the fire-

place. Many a cool December or 

January Wednesday evening had a fire lit as Bible Study went on.  

Over the years there have been a few accidents of  both younger children, older folks, 

and a few in between. In fact for our last election an election judge filed an injury     

report. So, sadly, we realized it was time to fill in the "pit." Alas, it is no more. It is now 

floor level. As this is written the concrete has cured and we are awaiting a floor to be    

installed and a new ceiling fan with a light. New furnishings will complete the area.  

LCM alum Jeanne Sims and 

Pastor Gary reminisce in the 

“pit” before construction 

“Pit” post-construction 



Thoughts from your Campus Ministry Associate 

In my first LCM Newsletter back in the fall of  2013, I wrote that “the college    

students are amazing young men and women who want to be pushed in their faith 

and have subsequently pushed me in mine.”  I wrote that barely 3 months into this 

job.  This statement was true then and is true almost 4 1/2 years later. 

 The college students I work with are amazing. 

 Their questions are powerful and truth-seeking. 

 Their faith is inspiring.  They give me hope for the future. 

As I plan this year’s Graduation Banquet honoring our 2016-17 graduates (both undergrad and graduate 

degrees), I look at the list of  honorees.  Many of  them are freshmen who started their lives at LCM the 

same time I did.  It is rather fitting that we’ve come in together and will be leaving together. 

 That list of  seniors are those amazing students I first met in 2013.  But the class of  2018, and 

the class of  2019, and the class of  2020 are also those amazing students.  They inspire me with their 

lives and their hopes and dreams.  They are the reason I came to work every week for 4 years. 

 Some things I’ve learned in those 4 years: 

 How to hate the term “Millennials,” and any word that stereotypes and forces this creative, intelligent, 

hopeful generation into a box.  [Read the Campus Pastor Notes on page 3] 

 That there is no place quite like LCM.  You can attest to this.  Your stories of  LCM showed me early 

on that there is no place in the world quite like LCM, and I’ve had to remind myself  daily that no 

other church community will ever be like LCM. 

 This place changes people.  I’ve spent 4 years watching young adults grow up, move on, and start to 

change into the adults they will become.  Pastor Gary’s stories of  alumni showcase how much people 

change over the 1, 2, or even 4+ years they’re here.  This place has changed me.  I’m not sure how yet, 

but I know that it has and I look forward to discovering someday how LCM has changed me. 

All of  this I’ve learned and discovered about LCM is because of  you.  It is because of  your thoughts and 

prayers, your support, and your encouragement of  LCM that this place is what it is and these students 

are who they are.  Thank you.        ~Alicia Danielson 

 



Graduate Students/Young Adults 
"Grace, Grub, and Grog is a fellowship group for young adults and graduate students in our community. 

We meet once a month at members’ homes and elsewhere in the valley for food, board games, and/or 

service projects. So far this spring we have had a fun night of  trivia and volunteered with a great thera-

peutic horseback riding organization in their annual Special Olympics Showcase -- which was suggested 

by one of  our young adults.  

Our next event will be on Saturday, March 25th at 10:30am at the Open Air farmers' market in down-

town Phoenix. They will be hosting Bookmans, so there will be a great chance to engage with the com-

munity, support farmers and local business, and get great food/books. Afterwards we will grab lunch at 

Angel's Trumpet nearby, hopefully just in time to use their patio before it gets too hot! If  you are inter-

ested in joining us or want more information, please contact Walter Johnson at wgjohnso@asu.eduor 

check out our Facebook page:  facebook.com/ULCYoungAdults" 

Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM) is an all-inclusive church community that gathers   

students together.  We welcome any and all students.  LCM intends to provide a safe and 

welcoming environment for all of  God’s people, regardless of  race, situation, familial    

status, sexuality, gender, size, shape, and place in the world. 

LCM is a Reconciling In Christ community registered as part of  the ministry of  University Lutheran 

Church (ULC) and Lutherans Concerned in North America. 

Young Adult Trivia Night at Boulders on Broadway 

Volunteering at the Special Olympics 

Showcase 

mailto:wgjohnso@asu.edu
http://facebook.com/ULCYoungAdults
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LCM & ULC  

Worship Schedule 

Sundays 

10:30  am Worship 

12:00 pm Student Meal 

Wednesdays 

5:00 pm Bible Study 

5:30 pm Student Meal 

6:30 pm Worship 

Pastor Gary N. McCluskey 

asulcm@gmail.com 

 

Alicia Danielson 

Campus Ministry Associate 

lcmassociate@gmail.com 

 

Walter Johnson 

Young Adult/Grad Student Ministry Coordinator 

wgjohnso@asu.edu 

 

Church Office 

info@ulctempe.org 

(480) 967-3543 

http://www.ulctempe.org 

 



What Do Your Gifts Do? 

Create an open, safe, welcoming, & inclusive space 

Provide a personal touch in a very large setting 

Allow students to be who they are 

Encourage questions on students’ minds and hearts 

Invest in the future of  the church, our nation, & our world 

Encourage a sense of  vocation 

Interested in Supporting Lutheran Campus Ministry at ASU? 

Your prayers and support help to keep LCM alive and thriving at ASU and in the Valley communities.  

As God moves you to support the students and ministry of  Lutheran Campus Ministry, know that your          

donations and support are need and appreciated! 

Our students and staff  at LCM-ASU are grateful for your support.  35% of  our funding comes from 

the Grand Canyon Synod; the rest comes from individuals like you and congregations like yours.  Thank 

you for your prayers and donations.  Everything you do for us affects our students and  changes lives. 

Ways to help: 

 Make an LCM pledge of  regular giving, or give a one-time gift of  support 

 Become an LCM Supporter by providing a student meal or financial support for a meal 

 Participate in student fundraisers 

 Provide scholarships for retreats/events 

 Encourage your Congregation to include LCM-ASU in their annual budget 

 Donate assets, such as automobiles, real estate, stocks, corporate bonds, mutual funds, etc. 

 Donate monetary funds through cash or a check to LCM-ASU 

 Use memorials/bequests to build a legacy in someone’s honor 

 Include LCM-ASU in wills, trusts, and life insurance 

LCM is partnered with the Simple Giving Program endorsed by Thrivent Financial Bank and allows do-

nations to be drawn directly from your bank account.  Information can be found on ULC’s website: 

http://www.ulctempe.org.  Thrivent members can also designate LCM-ASU as their Thrivent Choice 

partner. 

More information about donating to LCM-ASU or to ULC can be found on our website: http://

www.ulctempe.org. 


